
A Declaration of Unity
This we owe to A.A.’s future; 

to place our common welfare first;
to keep our Fellowship united.  

For on A.A. unity depend our lives,
and the lives of those to come.



G.S.R. 
Resources

Area 50, Panel 74 Presents...



TRADITION 
OF THE MONTH

Principle: 
Singleness of Purpose

Idea:
Carrying the Message

TRADITION 5 - each AA group should have one primary
purpose: to carry its message to the alcoholic who still

suffers.



TRADITION 5 - cont.
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It is the great paradox of A.A. that we know we can seldom keep the precious gift of sobriety unless we give it
away.  This Tradition delineates pretty clearly our individual primary purpose, as well as the group’s.  Each of us
is but a small part of the whole, but by joining A.A.’s primary purpose to our own, we become something bigger

than our individual selves.

“Just as firmly bound by obligations are the members of Alcoholics Anonymous, who have demonstrated that
they can help problem drinkers as others seldom can.  The unique ability of each A.A. to identify himself with,

and bring recovery to, the newcomer in no way depends upon his learning, eloquence, or on any special
individual kills.  The only thing that matters is that he is an alcoholic, who has found a key to sobriety.  These

legacies of suffering and of recovery are easily passed among alcoholics, one to the other.  This is our gift from
God, and its bestowal upon others like us in the one aim that today animates A.A.’s all around the globe.”

12 Steps and 12 Traditions, pgs 151-152



MAY 2025

The AA Group

To be an effective Group
Representative, it would help
to be clear on what exactly is

an AA Group...



Mindset

By the end of this hour, you’ll have more insight on how AA’s Resources

and Literature reveal the vision Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob Smith had when

they handed over the future of Alcoholics Anonymous over to the AA

Groups.

These are not new ideas, but they could be new to you, from the

perspective of being a General Service Representative

Together, we continue to learn about how to be effective as members and

how to enjoy the experience of being in service in Alcoholics Anonymous

Primary Purpose of the Groups and its Members



What does ‘Home
Group’ mean to you?

Group Service 
Representatives

Regular
Business
Meetings

Carrying the 
Message

Informed



RESOURCES on aa.org



New GSR’s will automatically receive a digital GSR Kit. If you require a print version, please check: 

General Service Representative Kit



Group Handbook



Group Handbook



The AA Group: The Final Voice

Is your Group Linked to AA as a Whole?



This pamphlet is like
our Owner’s Manual. 

It teaches us the what,
the how and the why.



AA’s Single Purpose
Page 7 of the pamphlet

Tradition Five: Each group has but one primary pupose - to carry its
message to the alcoholic who still suffers.

It is the responsibility of the AA groups to help alcoholics achieve
and maintain sobriety through teaching and practice of the

principles of AA. 

Groups go to the sick and suffering (OUTREACH) and 
welcome them into meetings we host (INREACH).



Meeting or Group?

Page 12

Difference between a meeting and a group...

Meeting - what happens between The Preamble and a Closing Prayer. 
Group - what happens between a Closing Prayer and the Preamble.

Being IN AA vs being AROUND AA.



A Group

Connected to AA as a whole?

Active GSR?

Active Alternate GSR?

Active Central Office or Intergroup Rep?

Supplying anyone to do service at the District?

Any kind of Cooperation with the Professional Community service?

Public Information work?

Anniversaries or Fellowship to show newcomers the fun of sobriety?



WHAT IS AN OPEN AND CLOSED MEETING?
OPEN:

MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO
ANYONE INTERESTED IN

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS’
RECOVERY FROM ALCOHOLISM

“OBSERVING” MEANS NOT
PARTICIPATING

OUR SHOWCASE TO THE WORLD

GOOD FOR PROFESSIONALS,
FAMILY MEMBERS, SOMEONE
UNDECIDED IF THEY’RE READY

TO STOP DRINKING

CLOSED:

AA MEMBERS

PEOPLE WITH A DRINKING
PROBLEM AND A DESIRE TO

STOP DRINKING

Page 13
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AUTONOMY

TOPIC SUGGESTIONS 
(TO NAME A FEW) 

(TAKEN FROM THE ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
WEBSITE and the aa group pamphlet):

12 STEPS
ACCEPTANCE
ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE
COMPLACENCY
FEAR
FORGIVENESS
HUMILITY

CHOOSE THE ONES THAT BEST
SUIT YOUR HOME GROUP !

(AS PER THE GROUP CONSCIENCE)

LET’S TALK
ABOUT VIRTUAL

MEETINGS

Page 14
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CONVO
FOR YOU

AND YOUR
SPONSOR

HOME GROUP
pg 15-16

TRADITIONALLY, MOST AA
MEMBERS THROUGH THE
YEARS HAVE FOUND IT

IMPORTANT TO BELONG
TO ONE GROUP THAT

THEY CALL THEIR “HOME
GROUP”

IS IT OK TO HAVE MORE
THAN ONE HOME GROUP?
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SUGGESTED AA MEETING
PROCEDURES (pg 15):

Have a good structure but
not too much structure, but
enough for your group and

the size of your group. 

Maybe it means written
guidelines and bylaws

If you need help, reach out
to other groups and look at

what they’re doing that’s
working well

CONVO
FOR YOU

AND YOUR
SPONSOR



More Guidance
PAGE 16

Self-supporting

pages 25-27
committees / service reps

page 29
group inventory

page 34
how deisions affecting 

aa are made

PAGE 28
Rotation of positions

page 31
safety

page 33
general service office

page 39
what aa does not do



Dr. Bob & Bill WilsonDr. Bob & Bill Wilson

 When we go to treatment
centers or prisons, are we

sharing about the
importance of a home group,

and not just emphasizing
going to a lot of meetings? 



Paradigm ShiftParadigm Shift

Hank K
Panel 68 Area 50 Chair 

Panel 70 Area 50 Delegate

AA Group Pamphlet
pages 25-27



Win a Prize!

We appreciate
you being here
with us today!



Announcements!



Coming Up...!
Post Conference 
General Service Assembly
What: 
Delegate’s Report to Area 50

Topic:
What happened at the Conference?

When:
May 31, 2025
9:30a - 2p

Where:
tba - in Northtowns & Online

SAVE THE DATE



Coming Up...!
Lord of the Wings
 

Info:
BUFFYPAA

When:
June 22, 2025
12p AA & Alanon Speakers
1p Wing Competition

Where:
Ellicott Creek Park, 
Tonawanda, NY - SHELTER 10



I Am Responsible...
When anyone, anywhere, 

reaches out for help, 
I want the hand of A.A. 

always to be there.
And for that: I am responsible.



Thank You!
Questions? Concerns? 

Comments?
Email us!

p74gsrorientation@area50wny.org


