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A Declaration of Unity

This we owe to A.A.’s future;
to place our common welfare first;
to keep our Fellowship united.
For on A.A. unity depend our lives,
and the lives of those to come.




Area SO, Panel 74 Presents...

G ISI Rl
o 7P —

“ . " 4
(

-_—y, »

/
Q ~
X 4
—.
BN

—



TRADITION 6 - An A.A. group ought never endorse,
finance, or lend the A.A. name to any related facility or
outside enterprise, lest problems of money, property,

and prestige divert us from our primary purpose.
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TRADITION 6 - cont.

“Here are some of the things we dreamed. Hospitals didn’t like alcoholics, so we thought we’d build a
hospital chain of our own. People needed to be told what alcoholism was, so we’d educate the public,
even rewrite school and medical textbooks. We’d father up derelicts from skid rows, sort out those who
could get well, and make it possible for the rest to earn their livelihood in a kind of quarantined
confinement. Maybe these places would make large sums of money to carry on our other good works.
We seriously thought of rewriting the laws of the land, and having it declared that alcoholics are sick
people. No more would they be jailed; judges would parole them in our custody. We'd spill A.A. into the
dark regions of dope addiction and criminality. We'd form groups of depressive and paranoid folks; the
deeper the neurosis, the better we’'d like it....”

-pgs 156-157 of the 12 Steps and 12 Traditions




TRADITION 7 - Every A.A. group ought to be fully self-
supporting, declining outside contributions.

The Seventh Tradition

Every A A, gronp aought to be fully
self-supporting, declining oulside
confributions,

“Passing the basket”at meetings is
our way of meeling our responsibility
for the work of ALA. Our own
contriputions support the group,
the General Service Office,
and all A A, activities

The lure of money has led many astray.
Tt could happen tO us.
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TRADITION 7 - cont. l
Despite these misgivings, we have to recognize the fact that A A. had to function. Meeting x\

places cost something. To save whole areas from turmoil, small offices had to be set up,
telephones installed, and a few full-time secretaries hired. Over many protests, these things
were accomplished. We saw that if they weren’t, the man coming in the door couldn’t get a
break. These simple services would require small sums of money which we could and would
pay ourselves. At last the pendulum stopped swinging and pointed straight at Tradition
Seven as it reads today.

pgs. 161-162 Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions
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Why Do Service?




Mindset

Sam Shoemaker was another non-alcoholic who was instrumental in the
development of the AA program. In Bill's words, “The early AA got its ideas of
self-examination, acknowledgement of character defects, restitution for harm
done, and working with others straight from the Oxford group and directly
from Sam Shoemaker...and from nowhere else.”

“l| Stand at the Door”
- by Sam Shoemaker



Bill tells us his Vision for AA’s future.

This is A A General Service
Conference-approved literature

A.AS
LEGACY
OF SERVICE

by Bill W,

What is the basic A A service?
The Fellowship's responsibility
The pioneers’ hattle for the Big Book

News stories and sudden AA growth

Beginnings of group and world services
Origin of the Twelve Traditions
GSO today

Birth of the General Service Conference

THIS IS A REPRINT FROM
“THE A.A SERVICE MANUAL"

The complete manual, an invaluable
guide in Fellowszhip activity, iz available
from the General Service Office.

Structure of the Conference U5, and Canada

B _

GROUP GS5Rs

DISTRICTS

AREA ASSEMELIES

GEMERAL SERVICE CONFERENCE

GEMERAL SERVICE BOARD
AAWS { AR Grapevine

Pamphlet on aa.org
<will be in recap email>



Intro of Pamphlet
-by Bill Wilson

Our Twelfth Step — carrying the message — is the basic service that the A.A.

Fellowship gives; this is our principal aim and the main reason for our existence.

Therefore, A.A. is more than a set of principles; it is a society of alcoholics in

action. We must carry the message, else we ourselves can wither and those who

haven’t been given the truth may die. Hence, an A.A. service is anything whatever

that helps us to reach a fellow sufferer — ranging all the way from the Twelfth Step

itself to a ten-cent phone call and a cup of coffee, and to A.A’s General Service

T Office for national and international action. The sum total of all these services is

LEGACY . -
OF SERVICE our Third Legacy of Service.

by Bill W

Service is Vital to A.A’s Growth



Topics within this pamphlet:

Fellowship Ready for Responsibility
Highlights of AA Service History
AA’s Early Money Problems

AA It’s Own Publisher

AA’s
LEGACY
OF SERVICE
by Bill W,

AA Makes News

Beginning of Group Services
Service to the Whole of AA
Traditions Took Persuasion
Medicine Takes and Interest

A Rash of Anonymity Breaks

GSO Services Expand

Birth of the Conference

Delegates Encouraged to Question



® ACTION IN AREA 50...

The Legacy of Service is visible around us.

\ A.A. GROUPS /
e | earning about the AA Group Pamphlet (May Coffee Hour)

e District Days of Sharing, connecting with facilities and \ GROUP GSRs /
professionals in our local communities
e Qur Delegate developing the group conscience of Area 50, \ DISTRICTS /

attending the General Service Conference and then \ AREA /
reporting back to the Area about Conference activity. SRR
e One of our Class A Trustees sharing their story and \GEESL‘#ELHSEEN“S’E"’E/
experience with the FellOWShlp \'fé'é’.i'f.-'?é‘é/
BOARD

AA
A.A*vnpavms



INSPIRED TO DO MY PART...

Is this all there is to being sober?
Bored with meetings and need more?

Get a service position.
What does your home group need?
What does your district need?
Being other’s centered keeps us sober.

Getting out of self - what opportunities are available to do that?

Area Elections are coming up in September.
Home Groups and District tend to follow the term/election time of the Area.

Be the change you want to see.



Why is it important for me (as a GSR) to do to my
district meeting?

« Every year, A.A.’s group-elected Delegates meet to discuss and vote on changes to A.A. literature and A.A. policy. Without
your GSR going to district meeintgs, the homegroups do not get a chance to be informed about what changes are being
discussed, and your unique group perspective is unable to be heard as it goes down the service triangle.

District 1 - 3™ Friday 6:30-7:30 (Hybrid) District 6 & 7 - 3™ Monday 5:15-6:15 (zoom) \ A.A. GROUPS /
District 3 - 2" Wednesday 6:00-7:00 (in person) District 11 - 3™ Monday 6:00-7:00 (in person) \ IRl HeRFE /
L nd , , . o . \ DISTRICTS /
District 4 - 2™ Tuesday 7:00-8:00 (hybrid) District 16 - Last Wednesday 7:00-8:00 (in person)
N
District 5 - Last Monday (zoom) District 17 - 3" Saturday 11:00-1:00 (in person) \DELEGATEsmmE /
ALL LOCATIONS AND ZOOM ID’s CAN BE FOUND ON THE AREA 50 WEBSITE (www.areaSOwny.org) g A

\Y



GSR vs GSR

GENERAL SERVICE REP

e Crucial link between home group and the
broader AA service structure

* Represent their group’s voice at District
meetings and Area assemblies, ensuring
that the group’s concerns and opinions are
heard.

e Brings back information and decisions
from these meetings to their group,
facilitating informed decision-making and
participation in the AA fellowship

GROUP SERVICE REP

e Act as the link between a specific
A.A. service committee and the
wider A.A. service structure.

 Keeps the General Service Rep and
the Alternate General Service Rep
informed of their action in their
service role

o Utilizes the groups General Service
Rep to ask for support with
providing resources to the
community



GROUP SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

Group service reps are liaisons for Treatment Facilities Committee (TFC),
Grapevinel/Literature committee, corrections committee, public information
committee, central office committeel/intergroup, etc.
= They are liagisons in the sense of making sure the General Service
Rep knows how to provide updates from the Home Group to the
District and Area

//), C\0
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SERVICE IS A
CORE PRINCPLE

[
’ <
(
Sharing your experience, strength

and hope Is a way of service.

/ﬂ How are you doing that? i i




What does 'Service’

mean fo you?

Example from
someone serving
on a District

committee
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WHAT MEMBERS ARE SAYING
SERVICE IS TO THEM

e Taking in meetings into facilities |

e \When one alcoholic is helping another alcoholic

e When one fellow alcoholic picks up others and takes them to
meetings

e Anytime an Alcoholic reaches out for help and another Alcoholic
reaches back

e \When you take another Alcoholic through the steps

QWA



Paradigm Shift

Most important questions to
ask yourself...

1) What has AA asked of you?

2) What has AA provided for you?
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Lord of the Wings

Info:
BUFFYPAA
AA & Alanon Speakers
Wing Competition -
* THE WING
When:
June 22, 2025 12PM AT ELL]C?';:'I gg;jicugfngﬁgnawauna. NY

12p SHELTER 10 W

AAGALANON SPEAKERS AT 12PM

w h . WING COMPETITION AT 1PM
ere. 10 WINGS FOR $10 SUGGESTED DONATION

Ellicott Creek Park,
Tonawanda, NY - SHELTER 10




Coming Up...!
oming Up...!
° Make plans to attend the 2025 A.A. International Convention in Vancouver,
AA | n -I-e r n O -l- I O n O ‘ British Columbia, Canada, July 3-6
Convention

Taking place once every five years, the A.A. International Convention

N marks the anniversary of Bill W.'s first meeting with Dr. Bob and the birth
) of Alcoholics Anonymous in 1935. A.A. members and their families and
friends from around the globe attend the event. At the International
Convention people attend meetings, workshops, dances and events. A
highlight is the traditional flag ceremony to celebrate sobriety worldwide.

Info:
h TT p S ://WWW ’ O 0 ’ O rg /i n Te r n O 1. i O n O I - Vancouver will welcome A.A. members from around the world for the
C O n V e n 1' i O n 2025 International Convention. This will mark the 90th anniversary of the

beginning of our Fellowship's founding. The International Convention will

Language of the Heart take place from July 3 - 6, 2025, at the Vancouver Convention Centre and

. Le"guaje del corazon BC Place Stadium.
W h en. Le langage du ceceur As the Convention approaches, we will update our website with

registration information. Let's celebrate sobriety together in Vancouver in
July 3-6, 2025 2025

* 2025 International Convention logo is an AAWS Service Mark and may

Where:

vancouver, BC, Canada Can't go in person? Register for the Virtual

Program track.




Coming Up...!
AA Trivio

Info:

District 11

Speakers from Treatment, Lunch, Trivia

When: 10AM TO 2PM
July 12, 2025 T SPEEIN, GUBSY
10a - 2p “ TREATMENT

Where:
2 Nottingham Terrace,
Buffalo, NY 14216

e UOTTINGHAM TERRACE,
BUFFALO Uy
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Next Virtual Cotftee Hour

What:
General Service Reps & Service Members

Topic:
The Election Process

Whan: NO MEETING || rustfounsonr
Auqgust 7, 2025 i .
7o IN JULY

g ' NEW MEETING ID!!
MEETING ID: 893 0573 5161 /' [
Where: PASSWORD: 356695 %, "/

ZOOM
Meeting ID: 893 O373 5161
Passcode: 356695




Informational

Workshop

Info:
Host: Area 48
https://nysiw.org/

When:
August 8-10

Where:

f@@gq%
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Coming Up...!

New York State

S
‘\\%A?K Mirror Lake Retreat, Milan NY

46th Annual
New York State

GRAFEYIMNE
LA LA CORRECTICNNS

Informational
e ’ Workshop
TREATMENT = ' COOPERATION WITH AUEUEt 8-10, 2025

THE B RiDNAL
COMMUMITY

Mirror Lake Retreat, Milan NY

THE NEW YORK STATE THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO
INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP  ALL WHO WISH TO LEARN
IS AN EDUCATIONAL FORUM  ABOUT CARRYING THE A.A_

FOR THE PURPOSE OF MESSAGE, THROUGH
CARRYING THE A.A. MESSAGE THEIR HOME GROLUPS,
THROUGH OUR GENERAL DISTRICTS, AND AREA
LITERATURE SERVICE COMMITTEES. GENERAL COMMITTEES.

We meaat annually with the four General Sarvice
Areas of New York State , to share our
gxperiences with the most effective ways to do
our 12th step work.

If you serve on a committes, or would like to, this
‘ \ event will be of great interest to you.
BRIDGING THE GAP

Questions? Please email nysiwregistration@nenyaa.org
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Maore information at mysiw.org 1. ot %2
g;-:::‘fﬁf-f-‘* g
For anline registration, please -'I!l:“%i!: __Lf'f*'_
follow this QR link, For mall In =~ §2 ;e e sfa 0 g
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Coming Up...!
Area 50
General Service Assembly

What:
Area SO Elections

When:
September 13, 2025
Q:300a - 2p

Where:
*ISO in person host*
& Online




I Am Responsible...

When anyone, anywhere,
reaches out for help,
| want the hand of A.A.
always to be there.
And for that: | am responsible.




Questions? Concerns?
Comments?
Email us!

p74gsrorientation@areaSOwny.org
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