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WHAT DOES SELF SUPPORT MEAN? 
“AA IN ACTION CALLS FOR THE SACRIFICE OF MUCH TIME AND LITTLE MONEY” 

- ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS COMES OF AGE 

“AA ought not be takers from society, any longer. Instead, let us be givers.” 

~Bill Wilson

• Today, AA has many ways to give to others

• Maintaining AA’s independence from outside influences is a responsibility every 
recovered AA member has.



EACH GROUP IS AUTONOMOUS:
Tradition Four



WHERE DOES MONEY COME FROM?



“Our spiritual way of life is safe for future generations if, as a Society, 
we resist the temptation to receive money from the outside world.  
But this leaves us with a responsibility-one that ever member ought to 
understand.  We cannot skimp when the treasurer of our group 
passes the hat.  Our groups, our areas, and A.A. as a whole will not 
function unless our services are sufficient and their bills are paid.”

~Bill Wilson

Twelfth Step Work is the lifeblood  of Alcoholics Anonymous –
carrying the message to the next suffering alcoholic.  Without it, the 
Fellowship would wither and die.  Yet, even at its simplest level this 
vital contact between one alcoholic and another involves as 
investment of time and money.

~F-3 Self-Support: Where Money and Spirituality Meet.



WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

Although understanding why we contribute money and are self-supporting is 
very important, it is also equally as important to know where the funds go.

When we put money in the basket, our group uses it to pay its own expenses.

What can we do with the extra?



EXCESS FUNDS

Local District - The GSR’s link to Area activities and local efforts to 
carry the message to the still suffering alcoholic

Intergroup- Your Central Office which provides meeting 
schedules and literature locally as well as 12 step efforts

Area – Hosts assemblies and serves the districts, as well as your 
link to the Delegate

General Service Office – Publishes A.A. literature and connects 
us with groups and members all over North America 

Specific Committees – Archives or other service entities the 
group wishes to support






